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MANUFACTURING’S
BRIGHT SPOT

ChipBLASTER machinist Jeremy Meacham works on a manifold box at the Crawford County Industrial Park on Friday. Though manutacturing
|obs continue ta slip away in much of the nation, it appears Crawiord County's industry could be on the rebound.

Outlook
optimistic
for rebound

By JIM MARTIN
lim. martingimasnews.com

MEADVILLE — It was news no one want-
e to hear, especially Mark Turner

1t was March 2005, and Andover Industries
Inc. had filed for bankruptey, which meant
250 people at the companys plant in
Meadville would soon be unemployed.

And it left Turner, executivedirector of the
Economie Progress Alliance of Crawford
County, with a 260,000-square-foot vacancy to

fill in the Crawford County
ABouT
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Industrial Park.

three years later, those:

How has Eria :

County deall voids — the space and the
with losing johg — have bean filled by
12,000 jobs In a collection of new, small-

¢ Er CoOmpanies.

2?:2: ?;ékg-;nu Along the way, Crawford
GoErie.com/ Counly’s manufacluring
coiments employment has clawed

its way back to 8,000, It had
fallen to as low as 7,505 in 2003,

Ens County has done almost as well In the
past five years, the county has lost just 200
manufacturing jobs overall, aceording to an
analysis by the Economic Research Institute
of Erie. Total manufacturing emplovment as
of June was 23,600,

More significantly, 16.5 percent of all Erie
County residents still make things for a liv-
ing — things such as locomotives, helicopter
parts, electromagnets and plastic containers.

» Please see MANUFACTURING'S, 4A

Today, a little more tha=: .

JOBS BEING ADDED
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Alter being assembled at GE Transportation, locomotives are pul in
# bay lo be lested. GE is a bright spot in Erle County manufacturing,
adding more than 1,000 jobs in the past few years — 400 recently.
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Derek Walsh, a machinist with Acutec Precision Machining Inc.
works on an aluminum part al the Crawlord County Industrial Park.
Acutac has made plans to double its size in the next live years.

COMING UP: Body piercings are more popular than ever. But how do you keep them safe? M.
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FROM PAGE ONE

‘Manufacturers who have a commitment to stay domestic
will find a way to remain competitive.’

JAMET B. CAMPBELLE g Times-Naw

Mark Turner, execulive director of the Economic Progress Alllance of Crawford County, has helped businesses get established in the Crawford County Industrial Park. Here he
stands in the Donald E. Dilion Center, which includes a food court, a gallery entrance and a loft office. “Manufacturing in Crawford County is not dead,"” Turner says.

Continued from 1A

That gives Erie County Lhe
12th-highest concentration of
manufacturing in the United
States, according to a recent re-
port in the Wall Street Journal.

This is happening when
much of the rest of the country
s  bleeding manufacturing
johs,

Since early 2001, Pennsylva-
1ia has lost 21.9 percent of its
manufscturing jobs, fulling
Tom 830,800 to 648 500,

Nationally, 35000 manufac-
uring jobs were cul in July
ilone, according to the lalest
1.5. Bureau of Labor report.

Such a comparison leaves
'ake Rouch, vice president of
sconomic development for the
irie Regional Chamber and
srowth Partnership, feeling
yptimistic about the region's fu-
e,

“Erie County hasn't run
way from manufacturing,” he
A,

Quite
dded.

“Right now, the weak dollar
a8 made us very attractive for
nternational  Investors” he
aid. “We have gone from being
highest-cost producer to a low-
r-¢ost producer™

He said the companies that
ave prospered have had a
lobal focus,

He concedes Lthat two things
ave helped local manufactur-
12 The declining value of the
merican dollar has made local

WHAT IT
MEANS

the opposite, he
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Acutec Precision Machining Inc. machinist Derek Walsh works on a
rt at the Crawfard County Industrial Park, Acutec makes pars for
ndustries Including asrospace, defense and powsr gensration.

producers more competitive
against foreign ones, and GE
Transportation has done a lot of
hiring.

GE Transportation has
added about 400 jobs in recent
months and more than 1,000
over the past few vedrs.

“You are nol going to find
many employers that have
added that many jobs,"” Rouch
said “It's a greal success story
of workers parinering with
management and getting the
global pleture.”

Crawford County’s success
as a manufacturing center has
been built by smaller compa-
nies

Manutacturing jobs have been especially
hard-hit in recent yaars. The nation shed
35,000 manutacturing jobs in July alene. In
addition, U.S. manufacturing production
was flat in July, according 1o the Associated

In Crawford County, manu-
facturing emplovment in the
summer of 2008 — considerad
the low point alter a recession
and the nearcollapse of Lhe lool-
and-die industry — stood at
7,585, Five years later, 8,000
Crawford County residents
work in manufacturing.

Brian Dean, president of Nu-
Tec Tooling Systéms Inc. in
Meadville, saw it happen. Em-
ployment at his company {ell to
a low of 28 a few years ago. To-
day, he has 55 employees.

"My perspective is that man-
ufscturers who have a commit-
ment Lo stay domestic will find
a way to remain competitive,”

Press. The Institute for Supply Management
says its manutacturing index came in

at 50, indicating nalther contraction nor
expanaion. That is down slightly from June's
reading, but better than expected, The news

Drop in manufacturing employment
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he said. “There is a certnin seg-
ment of manufacturing that is
going to make a commitment to
improve their processes and
prodiucts and remain in the
United States.”

Dean, who has a new electri-
cil engineer starting Monday,
counts himsell among those
who aren't about to leaye,

And he and others find opti-
migm in some other kev indica-
Lors of local manufacturing

m GE Trunsportation, where
local employment now stands ot

L

BDads Pet Care in
Meadville, which recently
added employees as part of a
plan for the reglonal company
to go national.

W Sacgertown-based Acutec
Precision Machining Inc,

which lald groundwork o dou-
ble its size in the next five years.

Buoyed by the precent
growth, Turner, who has about
200,000 sgquare feet of Industri-
al space, said he's eyeing a 2.5
million rehabilitation to foster
growth among other compa-
nies.

In shor, he's doing what a lot
of local manufacturers are do-
ing: He's hoping for growth ina
sector many had given up on.

“It's kind of an interesting sto-
ry and maybe an indication of
things to come, but manufac-
turing in Crawford County is nol
dead,” Turner said, "Its alive
and well.”

JIM MARTIN can be reached
at (814) 7246307, 870-1668 or by
e-mail,

has been & litle better closer to home. After
a rapid loss of manufacturing jobs from
1894 to 2003, manutacturing employment
in Erie County has levelsd off, In Crawford
County, there are signs of & small rebound.



